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   Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
RSCCA Board Election

The November 14, 2019 election had 3 seats to fill.  Board members elected 
are: Vonne Barnes, Marjie Butterworth, and  Robert Anderson.  Special thanks to 
Henry Lobdell for his service on the board.

Holiday Lights 
RSCCA’s South Coast Gardening’s crew has installed a display of beautiful 

holiday lighting at RSCCA’s entry at Avenida Pico and Calle Del Cerro. Enjoy!

Rainy Season
Remember to clear debris from roof gutters, flush out yard drains, and  clear V-

ditches running through rear yards of residential properties to provide adequate 
drainage of run-off into the City’s Storm Drain System.  Removing  obstructions from 
V-Ditches such as overhanging trees and shrubs, twigs, leaves, weeds, and other 
debris,  prevents run-off from backing up and overflowing onto adjacent properties.

In case of heavy rains, preventative measures including straw wattles and sand 
bags have been installed on steep slopes to mitigate run-off.

Fire Prevention
To comply with the demands of clearing defensible fire zone areas in 

accordance with Orange County Fire Authority (OCFA), RSCCA has increased 
manpower to provide  a crew dedicated to this task.  The Association also is 
conducting biweekly inspection and reduction of vegetation along rear yard fences to 
address robust growth.  

Members are encouraged to review OCFA’s “Vegetation Management 
Maintenance  Guidelines for Property Owners,” posted on www.rcca.com under  
“Landscape Notes.”  This comprehensive guide includes: 4 R’s of Vegetation 
Management; Spacing Guide; Planting Guide;  Undesirable Plant Species;  Safety 
Tips; and Frequently Asked Questions. 

For further assistance please contact Juan Huerta, OCFA Fire Prevention 
Specialist/Community Wildfire Mitigation.  Office: 714.573-6116  Mobile: 714.483.0899  
JuanHuerta@ocfa.org. 

Two cameras, installed on the top of a city water reservoir near the south end 
of the Ridge Line Trail  approaching Sea Ridge Estates, rotate every 15 seconds .  To 
observe  in real time for these and other sites in Orange County go to: alertwildfire.org.  
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Landscaping
South Coast Gardening is currently working on the north side along Calle Del 

Cerro. The crew will be planting ground cover along Vista Montana in front of Harbor 
Ridge, Harbor View, Rancho Cristianitos and on Calle Pastadero.  New color has 
been planted at  RSCCA’s newly painted monument(s) at Pico and Calle Del Cerro.

Toll Road
RSCCA continues to fight Toll Road (Option 14) during the TCA’s “Scoping” 

Phase that will include Environmental Impact Reports (EIRs) for each toll road option. 
RSCCA Board President Vonne Barnes has submitted/presented power points of 
drone photos of the worsening landslide along TCA’s Option 14 on the slope  below 
St.Andrew’s Church @ Pico and the I-5.  Barnes also submitted past EIRs, 
Geological Reports, graphics, and the TCA’s  2005 SEIR  that did not support this 
route due to costly negative impacts of construction in the unstable Monterey Land 
Formation. Barnes requested that these reports be included in the new EIR.   
Send Comments before January 10, 2020 to: scoping@SCTRE.org
AT&T’s Small Cell Antenna
 A City Ordinance and a decision whether to approve  AT&T’s 4-5 G antennas  
is set to go before the City Council on December 19, 2019.  Barnes requested 
removal of the large antenna structure above Harbor View (HV) as a condition of 
approval.  Harbor View’s Kortney Morrow and Villagio II’s Kristy Neuhausen are to be 
commended for all of their hard work on the Ordinance and negative impacts of 
AT&T’s project(s). Send comments to:  CityCouncil@san-clemente.org 

Homeless Campsites
The  campsite on Pico closes on Thursday December 12 with no new site 

determined.  Barnes asked the city to consider engaging the Coastal Commission to 
require campers to obtain Coastal Development Permits for obstructing public access 
in the Coastal Zone Areas..
Protocol to Report Trespassing & Police Services
Call Police Dispatch:  (949) 770-6011, press 1, then 9, and 1 for dispatch. 
Email Deputy Molly Mussig:MMUSSIG@ocsd.org  Ph:  949 361-8224
CC to  Sheryl Sharp:   ssharp@curtismanagement.com  Ph: (949) 245-2753 

Board of Directors 
President:  Vonne Barnes, Montego
Vice-President: Jerry Anderson, Villagio I
Treasurer:  Marjie Butterworth, Vilamoura
Secretary: Ellen McGuirk, Brisa Del Mar
Director: Robert Anderson, Bella Vista
Meetings are on the second Thursday 
each month at 6:00 pm at St. Andrews 
Church, 2001 Calle Frontera, San 
Clemente, CA 92672 

Contact the Board

℅ Sheryl Sharp, Curtis Mgmt

 • email: ssharp@curtismanagement.com

• Allegra Cody acody@curtismanagement.com

• Address:  Curtis Management                                          

5050 Ave. Encinas, Ste 160

   Carlsbad, CA 92008

• Phone: 949 245-2753

• FX: 760-579-4501

• RSCCA: www.rscca.com

• Curtis Mgmt: www.curtismanagement.com
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California Fire Insurance Premiums Pricing Out Homeowners 

 
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/california-fire-insurance-premiums-pricing-out-
homeowners-2019-11-01/  
 
By CARTER EVANS CBS NEWS November 1, 2019, 6:38 PM 
 
The Maria Fire in Southern California threatens thousands of structures and has 
forced almost 11,000 people to evacuate. There's no end in sight for firefighters, or 
for homeowners living in fire-prone areas. Many have had their insurance policies 
dropped and are desperate for coverage. 

Frances Mann Craik is among at least 350,000 Californians whose fire insurance 
policies have been canceled. She had the same coverage for 18 years. 

"I've paid thousands and thousands of dollars in premiums and insurance and never 
gotten a cent back," Craik said.     

Now Craik and homeowner Pat O'Coffey are scrambling to find coverage. O'Coffey 
has lived in California for 25 years and said she's never had any trouble getting 
insurance before. 

But as wildfires in California get worse, insurance companies are limiting their 
exposure in fire-prone areas. They've paid over $24 billion in claims in the past two 
years. Fire insurance is available but at an exorbitant price. O'Coffey said she used to 
pay $3,800 a year. Now, she said it's up to $19,000. 

Rising premiums are pricing people out of their homes despite efforts to fireproof 
their properties. O'Coffey even installed her own fire hydrant and water tanks. 

"They inspected my property three years ago and gave us an A-plus rating but they 
wouldn't even pull that report out of their file," O'Coffey said. 

California Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara said it's time for action, except 
they "don't have that authority yet." 

"Without expressive statutory authority from the legislature, our hands are tied," 
Lara said. "We are asking for that power." 

Homeowners like Craik are powerless as well, one fire away from financial disaster. 
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Channel 7 (ABC )News 
 
https://abc7news.com/insurance-companies-refusing-policies-in-wildfire-
areas/5647865/   
By Michael Finney and Renee Koury 
Friday, October 25, 2019 
ORINDA, Calif. (KGO) -- It's getting harder for thousands to find fire insurance. The 
disastrous blazes have insurance companies dropping customers living in wildfire 
areas-- and many new homeowners can't buy a policy in a wildfire area. 
 
The state Department of Insurance released some astonishing figures. Insurance 
companies refused to renew more than 167,000 homeowner policies last year. 
 
That's up six percent statewide -- and up 10 percent in wildfire areas alone. Statistics 
show about nine thousand residents in disaster zones lost their homeowners 
insurance in 2018. They were living in or near one of the major fires of the past two 
years. Also, state officials say an estimated 88,000 homeowners living in fire-prone 
areas -- that is rural, wooded, hot and windy -- lost their coverage last year even if 
there was no actual fire near them. 
 
Among them was Elizabeth Cehovec of Orinda.  
"I didn't feel good about it, I've been with them more than 40 years and here they 
are, canceling my insurance," Cehovec said. 
 
Cehovec lives on a wooded hillside, up a narrow road. She says AAA Insurance 
refused to renew her homeowner's policy even though wildfires never have impacted 
her home. However, she was able to get insurance through State Farm by bundling 
her homeowner and auto policies under one umbrella. Moving all your business to 
another company can entice a carrier to cover you. 
 
And there is a ray of hope for those in the recent major wildfires including the 
Kincade disaster: State law offers special protections for homeowners living in or 
near a disaster zone declared by the governor. 
 
By law, insurance companies must renew policies for at least one year for 
homeowners living in a disaster zone, even if they had no damage. Homeowners who 
lose everything must be offered renewals for two years. 
 
Also, insurance companies must give all homeowners 45 days' notice if they don't 
intend to renew their insurance -- for any reason. That's a longstanding rule. 
However, a new law extends that notice to 75 days beginning next July. 
 
Many have notified 7 On Your Side saying their insurance agents are refusing to 
write new policies in fire-prone areas. Nothing in the law requires companies to 
write policies for new customers. For those who can't get insurance, the last resort 
may be a state-run insurance program known as the FAIR policy. It's barebones and 
expensive, but it's coverage.  


