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 …  to Ellen McGuirk
for generous service on RSCCA’s Board of Directors.   Thank-you Ellen

RSCCA’s Fire Zone Maintenance Crew diligently works year round with Juan Huerta, 
Orange County Fire Authority(OCFA) Fire Prevention Specialist.  Juan Huerta also extends 
expertise regarding maintenance for Defensible Zone Areas located in residential and sub-
association properties.  RSCCA members and sub-associations may contact Juan Huerta at:  
JuanHuerta@ocfa.org.

 OCFA’s 2020 “Defensible Space Guidelines for Homeowner’s Common Areas” is 
posted under “Landscape Notes” on www.rscca.com.

RSCCA Fire Zone Maintenance Crew encountered swarms of bees on the slopes 
behind Life Time Fitness.  Other crew members were exposed to poison oak. 

South Coast Gardening’s crews are to be commended for continuously working 
through Covid -19 as well as other hazards to protect the lives and properties of RSCCA 
members from the threat of fire. 

RSCCA Board President Vonne Barnes, South Coast Gardening (SCG) President Phil 
Suffridge, and Montego resident Joel Grospe drove along the City’s Ridgeline Utility Road to 
review SCG & Bistline Engineering’s Fire Zone Maintenance. Joel flew his drone over the 
route and took several hundred aerial photos.  Many photos were shared with OCFA to 
document that Best Management Practices had been performed and that the work had been 
completed over the large Fire Zone Areas.

At the OCFA’s January 22, 2020 Workshop, attendees were notified that under Section 
4291(a) of the California Public Resources Code; the city is required to maintain 100 - foot wide 
Fire Zones along both sides of the Ridgeline Utility Road at all times. This year the cost for 
this service is $18,200. RSCCA has notified the city and requested that a Line Item be added 
to the the City’s Annual Budget to provide for this service.

 To hear Vonne Barnes’ comments presented at the city’s May 27, 2020 Budget 
Workshop, log onto youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wpHuLnQbd3M, open the 
Budget Workshop, and move the horizontal scroll bar to: 36:27/2:31/:35. City Council and 
Planning Commission Meetings are also available for viewing on the same youtube url.

Fire Zone Update

Special Thanks
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Landscape Update
RSCCA’s Landscape Maintenance Crew, South Coast Gardening, is also working 

diligently to replant and maintain Master Association Common Areas on a 3 month rotational 
cycle. Vegetation is inspected and reduced along rear yard fences every two weeks.  Please 
email landscape requests fo RSCCA c/o Sheryl Sharp:  ssharp@curtismanagement.com

Board of Directors 
President:  Vonne Barnes, Montego
Vice-President: Jerry Anderson, Villagio I
Treasurer:  Marjie Butterworth, Vilamoura
Director: Robert Anderson, Bella Vista
Meetings are on the second Thursday each 
month at 6:00 pm at St. Andrews Church, 2001 
Calle Frontera, San Clemente, CA 92672 

Contact the Board

℅ Sheryl Sharp, Curtis Mgmt

 • email: ssharp@curtismanagement.com

• Kari McCallum 

kmccallum@curtismanagement.com

• Address:  Curtis Management                                          

5050 Ave. Encinas, Ste 160

   Carlsbad, CA 92008

• Phone: 949 245-2753

• FX: 760-579-4501

• RSCCA: www.rscca.com

• Curtis Mgmt: www.curtismanagement.com

Tree Vandalism
Unauthorized “topping” pruning, or removing trees located on Master Association 

Property is prohibited, and damages cost Association members thousands of dollars each 
year.  RSCCA has over 2,000 trees, which are maintained every 3 years.  Landscape Request 
Forms  for “in-between” trimming are available under “Landscape Notes” on www.rscca.com.

Slope Vandalism
Trespassing and damages to Master Association Property can also cost Association 

members thousands of dollars each year. Preserving the Open Space reduces costs & 
liabilities, increases safety, and helps prevent higher Master Association Dues. 

Protocol to Report Trespassing & Police Services
         • Call Police Dispatch: (949) 770-6011, press 1, then 9, and 1 for dispatch. 
           Police will enforce the “No Trespassing” Ordinance
           Please send emails to:
         • RSCCA c/o Sheryl Sharp:   ssharp@curtismanagement.com  
            RSCCA will remove flammable items, hazardous materials, trash & debris 
         • Deputy E.Duran, Orange County Sheriff’s Department (OCSD), San Clemente Police
          Services Homeless Liaison Officer(HLO)  EDURAN@ocsd.org 
         • Sergeant Paul Ketcham: pketcham@ocsd.org    949 361-8241 
         • Police Chief E Manhart  epmanhart@ocsd.org 
  Residents and RSCCA’s crew are advised not to approach or interact with transients for 
           safety reasons, and are instructed to follow the protocols above. 

Toll Road
At the May 29 Senate Transportation Committee Hearing, Vonne Barnes commented in 

support of SB 1373, which passed 13-0. SB 1373 definitively ends toll Rd 241 at Oso Pkwy.  
See: https://youtu.be/47u6NVFwfoQ. 1375 needs Senate, Assembly, & Governor’s approval.
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Topping is cutting 
branches back to stubs 
or lateral branches not 
large enough to sustain 
the remaining branch.

Leaving a stub 
maintains an  
open pathway  
to decay.

       Why Topping Hurts Trees
Learn why topping is not an acceptable pruning technique and discover recommended alternatives.

Topping is perhaps the most harmful tree pruning practice known. Yet, despite more than 25 years of literature and 
seminars explaining its harmful effects, topping remains a common practice.

What is Topping?
Topping is the indiscriminate cutting of tree branches to stubs or to lateral branches that are not large enough to  
assume the terminal role. Other names for topping include “heading,” “tipping,” “hat-racking,” and “rounding over.” 

Topping is often used to reduce the size of a tree. A homeowner may feel that a tree has become too large for his or 
her property, or that tall trees may pose an unacceptable risk. Topping, however, is not a viable method of height 
reduction and certainly does not reduce future risk. In fact, topping will increase risk in the long term. 

Topping Stresses Trees
Topping can remove 50 to 100 percent of a tree’s leaf-bearing crown. Leaves are the food factories of a tree. Removing them can tem-
porarily starve a tree and trigger various survival mechanisms. Dormant buds are activated, forcing the rapid growth of multiple shoots 
below each cut. The tree needs to put out a new crop of leaves as soon as possible. If a tree does not have the stored energy reserves to do 
so, it will be seriously weakened and may die. 

A stressed tree with large, open pruning wounds is more vulnerable to insect and disease infestations. The tree may lack sufficient energy 
to chemically defend the wounds against invasion, and some insects are actually attracted to the chemical signals trees release.

Topping Leads to Decay 
Correct pruning cuts are made just beyond the branch collar at the point of attachment. The tree is biologically 
equipped to close such a wound, provided the tree is healthy enough and the wound is not too large. Cuts  
made along a limb between lateral branches create stubs with wounds that the tree may not be able to close.  
The exposed wood tissues begin to decay. Normally, a tree will “wall off,” or compartmentalize, the decaying  
tissues, but few trees can defend the multiple severe wounds caused by topping. The decay organisms are given  
a free path to move down through the branches.

Topping Can Lead to Sunburn 
Branches within a tree’s crown produce thousands of leaves to absorb sunlight. When the leaves are removed, the remaining branches and 
trunk are suddenly exposed to high levels of light and heat. The result may be sunburn of the tissues beneath the bark, which can lead to 
cankers, bark splitting, and death of some branches. 

Topping Can Lead to Unacceptable Risk 
The survival mechanism that causes a tree to produce multiple shoots below each topping cut comes at 
great expense to the tree. These shoots develop from buds near the surface of the old branches. Unlike 
normal branches that develop in a socket of overlapping wood tissues, these new shoots are anchored only 
in the outermost layers of the parent branches and are weakly attached.

The new shoots grow quickly, as much as 20 feet (6 m)in one year in some species. Unfortunately, the 
shoots are prone to breaking, especially during windy or icy conditions. While the original goal was to 
reduce risk by reducing height, risk of limb failure has now increased.

New shoots develop profusely 
below a topping cut.



This brochure is one in a series published by the International Society of Arboriculture as part of its Consumer Information Program. 
You may have additional interest in the following titles currently in the series: 

Avoiding Tree and Utility Conflicts 
Avoiding Tree Damage During  
  Construction 
Benefits of Trees 
Buying High-Quality Trees 
Insect and Disease Problems 

Mature Tree Care 
New Tree Planting 
Plant Health Care 
Proper Mulching Techniques
Palms 

Pruning Mature Trees
Pruning Young Trees 
Recognizing Tree Risk 
Treatment of Trees Damaged  
  by Construction 
Tree Selection and Placement 

Trees and Turf 
Tree Values 
Why Hire an Arborist 
Why Topping Hurts Trees

E-mail inquiries: isa@isa-arbor.com

©2011 (1998, 2004) International Society of Arboriculture.

Developed by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), a non-profit organization supporting tree care research 
around the world and dedicated to the care and preservation of shade and ornamental trees. For further information, 
contact: ISA, P.O. Box 3129, Champaign, IL 61826-3129, USA. 

E-mail inquiries: isa@isa-arbor.com XXX�JTB�BSCPS�DPN���t���XXX�USFFTBSFHPPE�PSH

Topping Makes Trees Ugly 
The natural branching structure of a tree is a biological wonder. Trees form a variety of shapes and growth habits, all with the same goal of 
presenting their leaves to the sun. Topping removes the ends of the branches, often leaving ugly stubs. Topping destroys the natural form of 
a tree. Without leaves (for up to six months of the year in temperate climates), a topped tree appears disfigured and mutilated. With leaves, 
it is a dense ball of foliage, lacking its simple grace. A tree that has been topped can never fully regain its natural form.

Topping Is Expensive 
The cost of topping a tree is not limited to only the job cost. Some hidden costs of topping include:

t� *ODSFBTFE�NBJOUFOBODF�DPTUT��*G�UIF�USFF�TVSWJWFT�JU�XJMM�MJLFMZ�SFRVJSF�DPSSFDUJWF�QSVOJOH�XJUIJO�B�GFX�ZFBST�	F�H��DSPXO�SFEVDUJPO�PS�
storm damage repair). If the tree dies, it will have to be removed.
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are considered an impending expense.
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pruning practice, any damage caused by branch failure of a topped tree may lead to a finding of negligence in a court of law.

Alternatives to Topping 
Sometimes a tree must be reduced in height or spread, such as for providing utility line clearance. There are recommended techniques for 
doing so. Small branches should be removed back to their point of origin. If a larger limb must be shortened, it should be pruned back to 
a lateral branch that is large enough (at least one-third the diameter of the limb being removed) to assume the terminal role. This method 
of branch reduction helps to preserve the natural form of the tree. However, if large cuts are involved, the tree may not be able to close over 
and compartmentalize the wounds. Sometimes the best solution is to remove the tree and replace it with a species that is more appropriate 
for the site.

Proper branch reduction 
preserves natural form.








